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QUESTIONS
1. Identify the purpose, audience and register.
2. Describe the atmosphere this speech would have fostered.
3. Explain how Churchill is able to arouse feelings of patriotism in his audience.
4. Compare Churchill’s use of inclusive language at the beginning of the speech to his use of personal pronouns at the end and explain why this is effective. 
5. Analyse how distinctive voice is created in the text. 
6. Imagine you had been present in the audience when Churchill delivered his speech. Write a brief diary entry detailing the emotions you felt, what the atmosphere was like in the room and the types of non-verbal language you remember him using for emphasis.
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'Blood, Toil, Tears, and Sweat'
House of Commons

E'ep.ea?ed‘ usewov 13th May 1940 Bluntly
© inclusiva we' it must be remembered that we are at the preliminary stage of one | affims what
ites his liste - ded.
i eI of the greatest battles in history, ..........I would say to the House, as I ¥| This ;:.ges
said to those who have joined the Government; 'T have nothing to offer
but blood toil tears and sweat', Descriptive
Challengz‘s those Ianguage
wh . :
thi:,;‘;ﬁ:‘mi‘;spi';:fy We have before us an ordeal of the most grievous kln_d, We have before ';‘n’: ;; :;
means of rhetorical us many, many long months of struggle and of suffering. You ask, what | appea to his
Questions. ~—[,. is our policy? I will say: It is to wage war, by sea, land and air, with all people
our might and with all the strength that God can give us: to wage war
against a monstrous tyranny, never surpassed in the dark, lamentable
catalogue of human crime. That is our policy. You ask, What is our aim? Enemy is
Repetition gives I can answer in one word: Victory - victory - at all costs, victory, in spite graphically
ﬁ’;‘g:;::;“a"c”;':‘vs of all terror, victory, however fong and hard the road may be; for ﬂ;’;‘;’::‘:d
— positive |, without victory, there is no survival. Let that be realised; no survival for of emotive
reinforcement the British Empire; no survival for all that the British Empire has stood wners
for, no survival for the urge and impulse of the ages, that mankind will
| Offers hope-inviies | MOVE forward towards its goal. Bu't I take up my task wit_h buoyancy and Diract
them to take up the hope. I feel sure that our cause will not be suffered to fail among men. P
challenge. 7~ Atthis time I feel entitled to claim the aid of all, and I say, 'Come, then, ngf“f‘ﬂ':;
let us go forward together with our united strength.' individust
Distinctive Voice techniques used within the text include the following:
= Atone of high modality, “we must” is used throughout that leaves fittle room for contradiction or

indecision.

The language is forthright, direct and unequivocal; 'I have nothing to offer but blood toil tears and

sweat'.

The diction is emotive, ranging from the negativity of their present situation; “ordeal”, “grievous”,
“struggle”, “suffering” to the positive potential of what may be achieved if they unite in the

common goal of defeating the enemy; "“victory”, “goal”, “buoyancy” and “hope”.

The appeal is couched in the tones of dogged determination and confidence. Key words invite

patriotic compliance; ‘Come, then, let us go forward together with our united strength.'
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